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Best wishes for 2008 from

The Shelford and District Bridleways Group

In case you haven’t heard about us before our aims are to support and promote local access to Bridleways, other Rights of Way and Permissive Tracks for horse riders and others to use and enjoy.  With the growing amount of new housing and highway developments, along with the increasing amount of traffic on the roads, there are becoming fewer places for horse riders, cyclists and walkers to use safely.  

The Shelford and District Bridleways Group serves the villages of Great Shelford, Little Shelford, Stapleford, Sawston, Whittlesford and Duxford as well as supporting other Bridleways groups around our area of South Cambridgeshire. 

In 2007, we were effective in helping to achieve the following:

· An upgrade to the Thriplow/Whittlesford footpath to a bridleway with new signage

· Permissive tracks at Thriplow Farms (providing evidence of users to DEFRA)

· Promoting responsible use by horse riders of the cycle path from Hinton Way to Granhams Lane and on to Addenbrooke’s Hospital

· Repair of the M11 bridge (by the Highways Agency) on Little Shelford Bridleway No 3

We also:

· Liaised with the County Council to help keep the verges clear

· Negotiated with Network Rail re a line fault on the level crossing at Hauxton

· Held a Road Safety training session for riders with Liz Wright from the British Horse Society at Sawston Riding School

· Submitted an application to the County Council for an upgrade of Rowley Lane (the Stapleford/Sawston/Babraham footpath) to a bridleway, by proving long term use by horse riders

· Arranged a pleasure ride in conjunction with Wandlebury Country Park and the Cambridge Preservation Society which raised funds for both our organisation and theirs

· Lobbied our MPs to support legislation to improve and maintain bridleways

· Attended meetings of the Parish Councils of Babraham, Great Shelford, Sawston and Stapleford to introduce our organisation

All this is not without cost and we welcome new members including non horse riders who are interested in increasing access to the countryside (£5 pa – adults; £2.50 pa – juniors).  To join, contact our Chairman, Jane Greatorex on 841722; e-mail: jg10018@mole.bio.cam.ac.uk or go to our website at http://www.sdbg.co.uk/.
Keen gardeners note: to help raise funds to continue our valuable work, there will be a sale of horse manure in the early spring; more information in the next issue.  We will benefit and so will your roses!

Riders enjoy Wandlebury Country Park, October 2007 

